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THE NEW NEIGHBOR 
A Salute from Rye 

by Goddard Light 
, Editor's Note : The observance purchase. For some unexplained 

• the 300th anniversary of the r eason. Finch told Close what had 
-unding of Rye in 1960 resulted in transpired and "desired him not to 
me interesting research by his- rtiscover what he had been told," 
rically-minded residents and a b u t n o s a o n e r had Close returned 
ncipal contributor in articles l o Manursing Island than he told 

his friend, William Jones, age 22 
and likewise a sailor; and very 
shortly he had sufficiently forgot­
ten his scruples to discuss the mat­
ter with still others including 1 
Mr. Thomas Revell, sometime resi­
dent of Barbadoes. West Indies, 

.pearing 
iS 

ae 

in The Rye Chronicle 
Goddard Light. Since that 
our neighboring Village of 

imaroneck reached the *-ame 
ilestone in its history and Mr. 
4ht has delved again into the 

,rly records to find there was a 
m relationship between the two b u t f o r t n e m o m e n t at least, liv-

rnimunities. We are indebted to ing o n Manursing Island. 
iim for the following article.) Meanwhile, in November 1661, 

On September 23rd last, histori- Richbell and Finch again crossed 
.ly minded people in Mamaro- ' over from Oyster Bay -this time 

k dedicated a monument to to the Mamaroneck River—where, 
„nv founder, John Richbell. Since, by prearrangement, they were to 

that date marked the 300th anni- meet the Indians and make the 
versary of t he founding of that | first half payment. 

-•hboring community, it might ; They waited. No Indians ap-
be of interest for us here to seej peared. They built "a shed to shel-

jj liow this event was to effect ter them from the weather" and 
•>ur own history. ! spent the night—the first build-

in an age when people frequent- j ing by a white man to be put up 
ly don't even know their next door j in this area. It was cold. The next 
neighbors, it might come as a sur- '< day there were still no Indians, 
prise to discover tha t John Rich-: their food ran out. They sent to 

, il was well known to the men ; Manursing Island and young Jones 
who had first settled Manursing sailed over with some bread. Jones 
Island the year before, but such j told them the start l ing news tha t 

*he case. In fact, the very first the Indians they sought were on 
chapter in the Mamaroneck story i Manursing Island and that, at this 
happened on "Peter Disbrow's | very moment, Mr. Thomas Revell 
Island"—namely Manursing Isl- i was treating with them to buy 

an<j namely Rye. t n e s a m e land for which Richbell 
It was here tha t John Richbell h a d contracted in September. Rich-

came on September 23rd, 1661 b e l 1 and Finch jumped into the 
from Oyster Bay, Long Island. At'. b ° a t and arrived on Manursing 
Peter Disbrow's house he met j Island just in time to catch Wap-
with the Indian sagamore, Wap-! paquewam and Cockoo the Indian 

iquewam, and arranged to pur- j trying to sneak away without 
hase the entire area from the | talking to them. Seeing them 

Mamaroneck River to Mr. Pell's f r o m a distance, John Finch call-

1662, signed a ground brief giving 
Richbell complete title to the lands 
he had purchased. Tha t would 
seem to have settled the matter . 
But in 1664 the British moved in 
and took over New Netherlands, 
and the persistant Mr. Revell saw 
his opportunity to reopen the is­
sue. Since Richbell had thrown his 
allegiance to the Dutch at a time 
when the men of Rye and other 
Englishmen up and cknvn Long 
Island Sound had declared for 
New England, it seemed that Re­
vell might now have a chance. 

To support his claim he brought 
to the provincial capital, which had 
now been renamed New York, a 
deed drawn up at John Coe's 
house on Manursing Island, signed 
by Cuckoo, the Indian, on October 

John R. Dunning 

Dunning Takes Course in 
U.S. Aircraft Mechanics 

LACKLAND AFB, Tex. - Air­
man Basic John R. Dunning, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John R. Dunning. 
Ann Lane, Rye, N. Y., is being 
assigned to the United Sta tes Aii 
Force technical t ra ining course 
for aircraft mechanics at Amarillo 
APB, Tex. 

Airman Dunning, who has com­
pleted his basic mili tary training 
a t Lackland AFB, Tex., was se­
lected for the advanced training 
on the basis of his interests and 
aptitudes. 

He was graduated from Rye 
High School. 

scene. But Cuckoo stayed around, produced in Scharf's History 
27, 1661 and witnessed by John for quite a while. His name was I Westchester County) 
Budd, John Coe. Thomas Studwell j s t i l l appearing on land deeds 

of 

in 
(three of the founders of Rye) and j R y e a s l a t e a s 1 6 8 0 . One imagines j l | 
by the seaman, Thomas Close. For j h i m a s a s l y > c r a f ty but, perhaps, I I 
his part, John Richbell produced j n o t unlikeable rascal, of whom the 
dispositions signed by Peter Dis- j R y e settlers became rather fond, 
brow, the remaining founder ofj And what about the founders ? 
Rye, and 'the young seaman, Wil- j W e l l ( D y 1 6 8 0 i m R y e all but 
liam Jones, plus five or six others j P e t e r Disbrow were gone. John 
who had been privy to th is affair, j B udd died in 1670 and even before 

To substant iate Cuckoo, the In- j that both John Coe and Thomas 
dian's. right to act in this matter , j studwell had left, Studwell to 
Revell produced a power of at- j Stamford and Coe back to New-
torney made out to Cuckoo and; town, Long Island. 
signed by Wappaquewam, and 
again witnessed by the above gen­
tlemen of Manursing Island—but, 
strangely, this power of attorney 
was dated November 11, 1661, two 
weeks after the signing of the deed 

John Richbell lived out his days 
in Mamaroneck, the town which 
he had founded. In 1684, the year 
of his death, came the great Rich­
bell vs. Rye controversy, but, on 
this happy occasion all past dif-
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on which it purported to give ferences should be forgotten. And 
Cockoo power of action. If this! so—A salute, neighbor, on your 
wasn ' t enough to finiish Revell's 1300th Anniversary. 

I 
i 

purchase in Pelham, paying him 
i.vo shir ts and ten shillings in 
•ampum as an evidence of good 
faith. The actual purchase price 
of 100 fa thoms of wampum, 22 
•f>ats and a multi tude of additional 
lothing, firearms and farm im­

plements was to be paid: half with-

ed out, "Are you ashamed of 
what you are doing?" At this the 
Indians stopped and agreed to go 
with Richbell and Pinch to Peter 
Disbrow's home. There they dis­
covered from Peter Disbrow that 
he had tried to stopped the Indians 
from dealing with Thomas Revel 

a month, the balance the f o l - | b u t to no avail. 
lowing spring. i Wappaquewam now acknowl-

This purchase was done with I edged that the other Indians over 
great secrecy in order to forestall persuaded him to sell to Mr. Rev-
'rouble from others who, hearing, ell, because he would give a great 
»f Richbell's intent, might try to I deal more. 

gift in ahead of him. But the news And thus the mat te r stood until 
leaked out. Thomas Close, one of March of the following year, when, 
•wo Manursing Island sailors, was i Revell still persisting in his claim, 
n Oyster Bay late in September, i John Richbell appealed to Peter 
1661. He got into conversation; Stuyvesant m New Amsterdam, 
with John Finch who had accoim-jWho after considering the mat t e r 
panied Richbell a t the time 01 the; for some time finally, on May 6, 

claim, t he following additional 
ma t t e r s came out a t this time. 

Wappaquewam confessed tha t 
though Mr. Richbell had contracted 
with him first, the wiley Cockoo 
and the seaman, Thomas Close, 
had spoken "with him to set his 
hand to Mr. Revell's deed and he 
should have a coat", which he did. 

Wappaquewam tried to excuse 
himself by saying tha t despite 
Richbell's prior claim, he came 
"without goods", and when time 
went 'by without them, he sold the 
land to Mr. Revell. 

Another Indian testified tha t 
Cockoo and Thomas Close had re­
ceived Mr. Revell's money and di­
vided it between t hem without 
sending any to the rightful Indian 
proprietors. 

From all this it would appear 
tha t Cuckoo and Thomas Close 
were, the real villians in this little 
drama. 

The English governor, Lovelace, 
confirmed Richbell's patent on Oc­
tober 16, 1666, and tha t ended Mr. 
Thomas Revell. 

By this time Thomas Close had 
long since disappeared from the 

(Many of the sources and all of 
the direct quotes for this article 
are to be found in documents re-
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LINT-FILTER AGITATOR 
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RYE APPLIANCE, Inc. 
18-22 Purchase St. WO7-0324 
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Getting any job done right takes not just work, 
but plenty of planning. That's why, at Con Edison, 
we have engineers whose job it is to figure out -
years in advance-how soon, how much, and just 
where we must expand our facilities to keep 
ahead of the fast-growing demand for electricity. 

Last year alone, Con Edison spent more than 
a million dollars every working day 
on expansion. And present plans call 
for an investment of a billion dollars 
more during the next five years. 
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Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
13069 
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